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SESSION 3: The Forging and Forming of End-Time Forerunners (Revelation 10) 



The Forging and Forming of End-Time Forerunners (Revelation 10)
I.
GOD’S COMMITTMENT TO ESTABLISH FORERUNNERS AT THE END OF THE AGE
What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written, “‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’ (Matthew 11:9-10)

Is a trumpet blown in a city, and the people are not afraid? Does disaster come to a city, unless the Lord has done it? “For the Lord God does nothing without revealing his secret to his servants the prophets. The lion has roared; who will not fear? The Lord God has spoken; who can but prophesy?” (Amos 3:6-8)
God raised up John the Baptist before Jesus’ first coming. And He has repeatedly spoken of His commitment to give prophetic leadership in the hour of transition. So in this session we’re going to look at how these prophetic leaders are forged and formed. We need to understand that this ministry does not just land on people who are casually interested in it. It is a focused lifestyle that is extremely rigorous and demanding. Not everyone is called to it. But those who are need to understand how it’s to be walked out. And those who aren’t need to understand how rigorous it is for those who are so that they can support them relationally, prayerfully, financially and physically.

The greatest temptation for those who are called to this ministry will be the temptation to quit. The many pressures that they will be subjected to because of the lifestyle choices they make will be seemingly too much to bear. There are intense social pressure (rejection), spiritual pressures (temptation, attack) and physical pressures (rigorous lifestyle).  
II.
THE ROLE OF THE PROPHETIC MINISTRY IN THE GREATER CONTEXT OF REVELATION 10-14
A.
Rev. 10-11 – God will raise up messengers before the bowls are released so as to not leave the people without messengers to prepare them. God’s messengers bring strength, courage and clarity in pressure, adversity and crisis (Rev. 12-13).   

B.
Rev. 12 -13 – God will raise up adversaries to purify the Church, harden the rebellious nations and aid the Great Harvest.

C.
Rev. 14 – God will hold the nations accountable for the way they respond to the messengers and the way they respond to the adversaries. In other words, this section reveals the consequences of men’s actions and decisions during this hour of history. 

III.
AN OUTLINE OF REVELATION 10

A.
Rev. 10:1-4 – The announcement of the seven prophetic messages (thunders) that God has purposefully concealed through history, yet will reveal in the End-Times (in accordance with the “sealing” seen in the book of Daniel - 8:26; 12:4, 9). 

B.
Rev. 10:5-7 – God promises that the fullness of His mysterious plan will come to an eschatological consummation (total completion). God will use the prophetic messengers who “eat the scroll” to contribute to the release of His End-Time purpose and this breath-taking consummation.  

C.
Rev. 10:8-11 – This section reveals the way that these messengers will be prepared. These verses point us to the lifestyle that these messengers will embrace. 

IV.
THE PREPARATION OF THE MESSENGERS (REVELATION 10:8-11)

8 Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me again, saying, “Go, take the scroll that is open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.” 9 So I went to the angel and told him to give me the little scroll. And he said to me, “Take and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet as honey.” 10 And I took the little scroll from the hand of the angel and ate it. It was sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it my stomach was made bitter. 11 And I was told, “You must again prophesy about many peoples and nations and languages and kings.”
A. The scroll – The scroll contains the 7 messages that John was told to “seal up.” John heard and understood the seven messages. God is going to release these messages in the final generation. They aren’t “new” messages or “extra-BiblicalJesus expounded Scripture to His disciples (Luke 24: 27-48; Acts 1:3).  This will again happen in the End-Times. There are seven prophetic messages (not only seven prophets) to be released in the End-Times (Dan 11:33-35, 12:10). 

B. Eat the scroll – John eating the scroll, as Ezekiel did (Ezek. 2:10-3:3) is a prototype for End-Time messenger. Principle – the word of the Lord being consumed and assimilating the messenger is mandatory for all who will go deep in revelation.  The amount of time through the years (longevity) and the time during each day (present tense) is essential. There are other factors besides time, but nothing can substitute for time. Daniel, David, Anna and John were all prophetic messengers with unusual revelation and unusual devotional lives from their youth and were visited by God when they were older.  Daniel 9:20-22 is a model of receiving revelation by fasting, praying, studying and angelic help.

C. Sweet – The scroll tastes sweet when consumed because of the implications of ministering salvation, healing and deliverance with a burning heart of revelation with authority to receive and invite others to receive eternal rewards. 

D. Bitter – The scroll is bitter when consumed because of the implications of the lifestyle pressures of sacrifice, rejection, persecution and sorrow and the theological realities of temporal and eternal judgment. 

E. Must prophesy – The word “must” is important to understand. God does nothing without first speaking it through His prophets (Amos 3:5-7). The prophetic ministry releases God’s purposes. God is setting apart individuals in this hour of history who have this mandate over their lives and who feel as though their lives are defined when they hear this message.
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