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SESSION 2: The Mandate of the Forerunner Ministry (Joel 2:1-17)



The Mandate of the Forerunner Ministry (Joel 2:1-17)
I.
EMBRACING JOEL’S MESSAGE AS A MINISTRY MANDATE
A.
Joel’s message contained a very discernable ministry mandate. And it’s a mandate that we’re to take very seriously. 

B.
The ministry mandate is two-fold:


1.
Blowing the Trumpet (Shock) – Alarm/Shock/Jarring/Awakening


2.
Giving Instruction (Preparation) – Exhortation/Explanation/Leadership 
II.
THE MINISTRY OF ALARM
Blow a trumpet in Zion; sound an alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming; it is near... (Joel 2:1)
A.
We need a vision for the forerunner ministry to emerge so as to move all the inhabitants of our land to trembling. This means that we need to go beyond trembling ourselves. We need to get a vision for provoking trembling in other people.

B.
If we don’t tremble, and if we can’t provoke trembling in our cities, then we will crumble under the pressure of the Day of the Lord activities – both the positive and negative dimensions.
III.
THE MINISTRY OF PREPARATION

A.
The book of Joel is so profound in that it is so practical. Joel gave line upon line teaching about how his generation was to prepare once their hearts began to tremble and to be awakened to what was coming.

B.
The forerunner ministry is a practical ministry. The subject of the end-times is seen by most of the Western church as being irrelevant and fringe. We as forerunners need to take the practicalities of the book of Joel seriously so that our call to tremble is heeded by those who hear.

C.
While the recipients of Joel’s message included every social demographic, much of what Joel said about preparation was aimed at spiritual leadership. Sadly, leaders are often the most resistant to the message of preparation. We need to know this so that we can be as effective as possible in winning the hearts of leaders to heed the message of Joel. Knowing that leaders will be resistant requires that we learn to steward the forerunner ministry and message in such a way that we hope and labor for the turning of hearts. We don’t write off those who resist us. We stay steady and unrelenting and we hope for responsiveness at all times.
IV.
8 MINISTRY VALUES NECESSARY FOR AUTHENTIC CORPORATE PREPARATION
A. Turn now with fasting, weeping and mourning (2:12)
B. Rend hearts and not garments (2:13a)
C. Return to the knowledge of God (2:13b)
D. Pursue the God’s blessing in an hour of judgment (2:14)
E. Blow the trumpet (2:15a)
F. Consecrate a fast (2:15b)
G. Call and assemble all people (2:16)
H. Call the spiritual leadership to cry out in unity for mercy – regardless of ministerial position (2:17)
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