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SESSION 1: The Forerunner Ministry: Preparing for the Day of the Lord (Joel 2:1-17)



The Forerunner Ministry: Preparing for the Day of the Lord (Joel 2:1-17)
I.
WHAT IS THE FORERUNNER MINISTRY?

9 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is he of whom it is written, “‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.’ (Matthew 11:9-10)

A.
The forerunner ministry is an extension of the prophetic ministry. In Matthew 11 Jesus defined John the Baptist’s mandate and ministry by saying “He was a MESSENGER who was MORE THAN A PROPHET who was SENT to PREPARE the people for My appearing.”

B.
The forerunner ministry is the ministry of preparation. Forerunners prepare themselves so as to prepare others for the historic transition that will occur in their lifetime. For John that transition meant the coming of Jesus. For Noah it meant the flood. For Hosea it meant Assyrian invasion. For Jeremiah it meant Babylonian invasion.

C.
God is raising up the forerunner ministry in this hour of history to prepare the earth for the transition period known as “the Day of the Lord.” In the same way that God deemed it necessary to raise up MESSENGERS who were MORE THAN PROPHETS to PREPARE the nation for what was on the horizon during the first century God deems it necessary to raise up this same ministry again at the end of the age to prepare the earth for the return of His Son.

D.
These forerunners are “more than prophets” because the forerunner ministry carries with it unique dynamics that are not (necessarily) an intrinsic part of the prophetic ministry. The forerunner mandate is deeply practical and deeply pastoral by virtue of the fact that the central purpose of the ministry – in the mind of God – is to prepare people to respond rightly in the hour of transition. 
E.
In this session we’re going to look at the message and the mandate of the forerunner ministry as seen within the book of Joel.
II.
A BASIC OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK

A. Mounting National Judgment (Locust Invasion) and the Necessary Response (chapter 1)

B. National Judgment (Babylonian Invasion) and the Necessary Response (chapter 2:1-17)

C. Eschatological Judgments and the Necessary Response (chapter 2:18-chapter 3)
III.
JOEL AND THE MOUNTING JUDGMENTS OF GOD (JOEL CHAPTER 1)
Hear this, you elders, And give ear, all you inhabitants of the land! Has anything like this happened in your days, Or even in the days of your fathers? 3 Tell your children about it, Let your children tell their children, And their children another generation. 4 What the chewing locust left, the swarming locust has eaten; What the swarming locust left, the crawling locust has eaten; And what the crawling locust left, the consuming locust has eaten. (Joel 1:2-4) 

A. In the aftermath of a national disaster, Joel draws the nation into the urgency of the hour through an opening question, “Has anything like this happened in your day, or even in the days of your fathers?”  Something monumental and shocking has taken place to all the living adults in the land.  Before the nation moves on, prophet seizes the moment to ask the deeper question and to pierce the nation through with a message.

B. The prophet exhorts in Joel 1:5-13 every class of society to awaken and wail over the loss of the crops.  The people must awaken and sober up.  The crisis is just beginning – more is on the way.  

C. The only appropriate response is to “lament like a virgin girded with sackcloth for the husband of her youth.”  Their response must equal the crisis.  They must mourn as a virgin who has lost her husband suddenly before the consecration of the marriage can occur.  This is an unthinkable tragedy.  The crisis is urgent.

D. In verse fourteen Joel gives the only answer to the crisis.  Joel calls the spiritual leadership of the land to call the nation to corporate prayer and fasting. Every sphere of society is required to respond. And the leaders are responsible to lead.
E. In verse 15 Joel interprets the crisis and explains what God is doing in this season of mounting judgment. Joel announces to the people that it is the Lord who has brought the destruction upon the people:
Alas for the day! For the day of the LORD is at hand; It shall come as destruction from the Almighty. (Joel 1:15) 
IV.
BLOW THE TRUMPET – THE DAY OF THE LORD IS COMING (JOEL 2:1)

Blow a trumpet in Zion; sound an alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming; it is near... (Joel 2:1)
A.
Joel’s message was one of alarm and awakening. The forerunner ministry is one of alarm and awakening.

B.
In Joel chapter 1 he ministered as a forerunner by speaking about the precipitous judgments that were mounting on the nation’s soil and giving the nation an articulate message of appropriate response. 
C.
Now in chapter 2 he ministers as a forerunner by declaring what is still coming. He told them what to expect and how to respond when God releases the judgment.

D.
Throughout Scripture we find that every transitional generation was given a forerunner who was sent by God to alarm their communities, cities and nations.

E.
The greatest cause for alarm in the history of humanity is the eschatological Day of the Lord. God will not tolerate widespread indifference and rampant ignorance
V.
JOEL’S MESSAGE TO HIS GENERATION (JOEL 2:12-17)

A.
In Joel 2:12-17, after explaining the two-fold nature of the Day of the Lord (“great and very terrible”), launches into a pastoral exhortation about how the nation MUST respond. Without going into the details of the message in this session here are a few observations about Joel’s message:
B.
It was deeply pastoral – Joel’s prophetic ministry was pastoral. Many who feel called to the prophetic ministry aren’t willing to embrace the burdensome requirements of the pastoral ministry. Pastoring people is costly, rigorous and tiresome. And in the hour of judgment, pastors will be the ones that the people look to for answers, help and alleviation.

C.
It was deeply practical – Joel didn’t prophesy about an ethereal judgment that he saw in the spirit. His entire message to his generation touched the practicalities of daily life. He prophesied to every demographic and explained how unresponsiveness would cripple them economically, militarily, agriculturally and spiritually. If the prophets do not speak into the practicalities of life in the hour of transition the hearers will deem it irrelevant and ethereal. The Day of the Lord is a practical and personal matter that needs to be articulated appropriately. 

D.
It was radically inclusive – His message of response included every sphere of society and called every social demographic into account. The forerunner ministry is not fringe and bizarre. It’s mainstream, broad and all inclusive (in it’s delivery and application, not in preparation or lifestyle).

E.
It was profoundly redemptive – Joel spoke of judgment in blunt and offensive terms. But his hope was set upon repentance and national awakening. He offered the nation – by the word of the Lord – a clear door of hope, a clear way of escape. In Joel 2:12-14 Joel said that the calamity could be exchanged and blessing could be released upon the nation. He said that if the people responded, judgment could be averted and God would “leave a blessing” instead of stacks of dead bodies. 
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